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An ANNIVERSARY: AND A RETROSPECT. 


Probably few veterinarians will have noticed that 
last Saturday was an important anniversary for us. 
Our first Charter is dated March 8th, 1844; so the 
profession attained its seventy-fifth birthday last 
week. This would be a noteworthy landmark 
under any conditions ; and it becomes more so from 
occuring at such a singular and critical period of 
our history, and indeed of all history. 

Looking back over the three quarters of a cent- 
ury, we have much cause for satisfaction. Consid- 
ering what we were at the beginning, the difficulties 
that have confronted us, and the little outside help 
we have had, the wonder is that we have advanced 

o far in three generations. Our past progress 
gives us good hope for the future, however dubious 
the immediate present may appear. 

Just now we hear the profession described as 
“seething with discontent,” and so it is. So, prob- 
ably, is alnost every other secticn of the nation— if 
we except professional warriors and the numerous 
species classed generically as ‘ war profiteers.”’ 
The present unrest in the veterinary profession is 
very similar to that which is agitating the whole 
country, depending upon much the same causes, 
and developing along analogous lines. Old griev- 
ances have become more acute and some new ones 
arisen ; and some parties unfortunately seem to 
think that all can, somehow, be remedied at once. 
Tendencies to insist upon individual claims without 
regarding communal ones, to blame leaders and 
governments for everything, and to fly to precipitate 
action, are more or less evident everywhere. We 
have entered upon a period of transition of which 
no one can yet either appreciate all the issues or 
foresee the end; and our profession, like probably 
every other body, shows some unsteadiness in facing 
the new conditions. 

On the whole, we have a better chance of holding 
our own in the coming struggle than many other 
callings. We have a firm legal status which is not 
likely to be weakened, while we may hope to 
strengthen it still further by judicious action. We 
are neither a mushroom industry developed under 
war conditions, nor a parasitic one dependent upon 
the luxuries of peace, but a profession with a long 
reeord of national service to prove our economic 
utility. Claims such as these, with good manage- 
ment on our part, should enable us to gain our just 
ends; while such errors as over-estimating our own 
strength and importance would be peculiarly 
dangerous in a profession so small as ours. The 


men whem we trust to guide our course today 
should be not only alert and energetic, but also 
prudent and level-headed; and we all know that 
the two sets of qualities are not always found in 
the same individual. 


FRACTURE OF THE NavicuLAR Bone. 


Bérrar, in the Deutsch Tierirztlich Wochensch- 
rift for 1913, discusses this subject. Fractures of 
the navicular bone are usually effected in the trans- 
verse direction and situated in the neighbourhood 
of the medial crest. There are predisposing causes, 
such as prolonged rest, neurectomy, etc; while the 
exciting causes are concussions or traumatisms. 
The certain diagnosis can only be established by 
means of the Réntgen rays; for acute navicular 
disease and arthritis of the foot present the same 
symptoms as fracture of the navicular bone. 
Prognosis is always unfavourable; and the lame- 
ness persists even in cases where the fracture is 
consolidated by a callus. 

In twenty five horses destroyed on account of 
incurable affections of the organs situated in the 
interior of the hoof, Bérrar found, upon post.mor- 
tem examination, four fractures of the navicular 
bone. 

The author advances interesting considerations 
concerning the genesis of these fractures, basing 
his arguments upon the function of the bone. The 
bone is compressed between the second phalanx and 
and the perforans tendon ; and all its interior struc- 
ture is organised to support pressure. This structure 
resembles a collection of tubes or columns disposed 
perpendicularly to the two surfaces of pressure. 
The navicular bone is fixed at its two extremities by 
a rather complex ligamentous apparatus, and sup- 
ported hy the perforans tendon. Fractures super- 
vene from excessive pressure transmitted by the 
second phalanx ; and the perforans tendon, which is 
relaxed in certain positions of the limb, may not 
counteract such pressure sufficiently.—(Annales de 
Médecine Vétérinaire). ~ 


ATOXYL IN THE TREATMENT OF 
MALIGNANT CATARRHAL FEVER. 


Wysmann, in Schweizer Archiv. fiir Tierhetlkunde 
for May 1918, reports in detail fourteen tases of 
malignant catarrhal fever which he has treated 
with atoxyl, and also mentions the result which he 
has previously obtained with the same drug in 
other cases. The results he has observed have not 
been uniform. In some cases the atoxyl showed a 
very rapid curative action; in others, however it 
produced no benefit. 

It must not be forgotten that malignant catarrhal 
fever is capable of cure, even in grave cases, with 
other remedies. Wysmann, therefore, concludes by 
saying that atoxyl is not the ideal remedy in this 
disease, as its action is neither constant nor 
regular.__(La Clinica Vetersnarta). 


W. BR. C, 
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VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND 
(INCORPORATED) 


The First meeting of the Council of the Fund since its 
incorporation was held at 10 Red Lion Square, London, 
W.C., on Thursday March 6th, 1919, when the following 
members were present : 

Mr. S. H. Slocock (President), in the Chair, Mr. E. 
Whitley Baker, Mr. G. A, Banham, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, 
Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Mr. E. Alfred West, Mr. J. Willett, 
Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, Mr. G. Thatcher, Solicitor, 
and Messrs. P. J. L. Kelland, and F. Bullock, Honor- 
ary Secretaries. ; 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Barrett, Bradley, Dawes, Dunstan, Price, Johnstone, 
Trigger, and Sir Stewart Stockman. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 


Inco poration. The Memorandum and Articles of 
Association were submitted, together with the certificate 
of Incorporation of which the following is a copy :— 

No. 153010 Certificate of Incorporation. I hereby 
certify that the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund 

the word “ Limited” being omitted by Licence of the 
ard of Trade) is this day Incorporated under the 
Companies Acts 1908 to 1917, and that the Company is 
Limited. Given under my hand at London, this sixth 
day of February, one thousand nine hundred and 
nineteen. 
A. E. Tay tor, 
Assistant Registrar of Joint Stock Companies. 
Fees and Deed Stamps £22. 


Constitution of Council. The Solicitor reported that 
in order to complete the preliminaries of incorporation 
as quickly as possible he had sent in the consents to act 
as Member of Council from such members as had replied 
in time, and their names had been registered. It was 
now necessary formally to co-opt the remaining 
members of Council whose consents to act had been 
received since the date of Incorporation. This was 
authorised under Article 20. 

Mr. Banham thereupon proposed, Mr. West seconded, 
and it was unanimously carried, That the following be 
co-opted Members of Council: Messrs. E. Whitley 
Baker, F. W. Garnett. F. L.Gooch, J. Ewing Johnstone, 
J. Mel. McCall, W. J. Mulvey, T. Salusbury Price, A. 
Spicer, R. C. Trigger and W. Jackson Young. 

A further point was raised as to the interpretation of 
Clause 18 of the Articles, and it was resolved, That an 
extraordinary meeting of the Members be called for 
April 10th, to alter the Articles of Association, so as to 
provide that any Veterinary Medical Association or 
Society which contributes annually to the Fund a sum 
of not less than two guineas shall be entitled to nominate 
a member of Council. 

Secretaryship. The President requested Mr. Bullock 
to withdraw Tastes the consideration of this matter. 
In his absence the President said that in the new 
circumstances of the Fund as an Incorporated Associ- 
ation, it was in his opinion necessary that a paid official 
should be appointed. There were certain important 
duties to be performed under the provisions of the 
Companies Acts which involved a large increase in the 
Secretarial work. The books and records of the Fund 
had to be kept in strict accordance with the law, and 
annual returns were required to be made under con- 
siderable penalties. r. Bullock had joined Mr. 
Kelland as Honorary Secretary two years ago, and he 
could not speak too highly of the excellent work he had 
done for the Fund. The number of subscribers had 
greatly increased, and the amouut paid out to recipients 
had also augmented. The provision of the Stephenson 
Bequest would also add considerably to the Secretary’s 


work. He felt that there was no one who was so 
competent to carry out the duties of the Secretaryship 
and to see that all the requirements of the law were 
duly satisfied as Mr. Bullock. He therefore proposed 
that Mr. Bullock should be elected Secretary to the 
Fund at a remuneration. He suggested that the amount 
should be fifty guineas per annum, to include all 
necessary payments for clerical assistance. 

Mr. West seconded the proposition, stating that he 
associated himself with everything Mr. Slocock had said 
_ = the excellent work Mr. Bullock had done for the 

und, 

Sir John M‘Faydean supported the motion, and it 
was ultimately carried unanimously. 

Mr. Bullock was then recalled and informed of the 
decision. In thanking the Council for the appointment, 
Mr. Bullock said that the work he had done had been 
done with pleasure, and that he would have been quite 
willing to coatinue it without remuneration, as it was 
a work undertaken for the benefit of the profession he 
had the honour to serve. Since, however, the Council 
wished that the office of secretary should be a paid 
appointment, and had fixed so generous a remuneration, 
he promised that in accepting the appointment nothing 
should be lacking on his part to carry out the duties 
conscientiously, and he hoped, with increasing success. 

Auditors. The question of the appointment of Audi- 
tors was considered and the secretary was instructed to 
communicate with Messrs Woodhouse and Wilkinson, 
the present Honorary Auditors, to ascertain whether 
they were willing to offer themselves for re-election and 
on what terms. 

Appointment of Bankers. Mr. West proposed, Mr. 
_— seconded, and it was resolved “that Barclays 
Bank Ltd. be appointed the bankers of the Fund, and 
that they be authorised to honour all cheques signed on 
behalf of the fund by the President, Treasurer and 
Secretary.” 

Common Seal. A specimen of the Common Seal was 
submitted and on the motion of Sir J. M‘Fadyean, 
seconded by Mr. Willett it was unanimously approved. 

It was ordered that the Seal be duly affixed to the 
contract for the purchase of War Loan from the 
Stephenson Bequest, and also to the necessary transfers 
of the Invested Funds from the names of the Trustees 
into that of the Fund. 

Clement Stephenson Bequest. The question of the 
management of the Clement Stephenson Fund was 
raised, and the Solicitor read the terms of the Bequest 
as follows :— 

“The annual income is to be aot separate and dis- 
tinct from the ordinary income of the Institution and is 
to be called the “Clement Stephenson Fund,” from 
which the Council of the Fund is empowered to grant 
relief either in the form of gatuities or fixed periodical] 
allowances to necessitous and deserving widows or fam- 
ilies of duly qualified Veterinary Surgeons in the United 
Kingdom.” 

The Solicitor pointed out that no provision seemed to 
be made for any expense of administration to be charged 
to the Stephenson Fund, and that no grant could be paid 
to a necessitous member out of that Fund. 

It was thereupon decided that all expenses of admin- 
istration be charged to the general Fund, and that any 
question of allocating certain of the present grants from 
the Stephenson Fund be deferred for the time being. 

First General Meeting. It was resolved on the prop- 
osition of Sir J. M‘Fadyean, seconded by Mr. Melutosh, 
that the first General Meeting of the Fund in accordance 
with the Articles of Association be held on April 10th, 


at 6 p.m. 
Annual Report. The Secretaries submitted a draft of 
the Annual Report, which was duly approved for issue 


to the Members of the Fund before the Annual Meeting. 
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Relief. A further application was received from Mrs. 
B. Y., for a grant towards the balance of the cost of her 
son’s equipment as a cadet in the mercantile marine. It 
was resolved— That a grant of fifteen guineas be made 
to Mrs. B. Y., from the Clement Stephenson Fund, being 
Ca Sswne required to complete the cost of her son’s 
outfit. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 
{NavronaL V.M.A.—Irisu Brancu.] 


A general meeting was held on Friday Nov. 29th, in 
the Gresham Hotel, Dublin. Prof. J. J. O’Conner, 
President, occupied the chair and other members ue 
were ;—Messrs. Healy, Wilkinson, J. Doyle, W. W. 
Malone, F. C. Mason, L. M. Magee, Knight, C. M. 
Griffin, J. H. Norris, J. B.Dunlop, Capt. Winter, and 
Profs. Craig and Browne. 

Apologies were received from :—Messrs. Prentice, 
Kerr, Mahony, Howard and Holland. 

The minutes of the previous meeting which had been 
circulated were taken as read and signed, 

Correspondence. The following correspondence was 
wo re ererinary Officers V.M.A. and North of Ireland 

Report or CounciL. 29th Nov. 


A special meeting of Council was held on 13th June 
1918 to consider the advisibility of opening a subscription 
list for Mrs. Mettam. After some discussion it was 
decided to defer action in the matter and that Mr. 
Watson and Prof. O’Connor should interview a Govern- 
ment Official ve a Government Grant. 

A meeting of Council was held on the 25th of July 
1918, at which it was decided to abandon the general 
meeting in August for this year. 

A meeting of Council was held on the 12th November 
1918 at which it was announced that Mr. C. A. Ewing 
had won the medal awarded to the student gaining the 
highest aggregate of marks in his Final professional 
examination, held in the Veterinary College in July 
1918. It was directed that two medals be struck and 
one awarded to this student. 

Printing account was passed for pogeaent. 

It was seated that the question o | part of 
the expences of Mr. Howard incurred in attending the 
ee y of the Royal Cellege of Veterinary Surgeons be 
brought up at the general meeting. In the meantime 
the various V.M.A. to be again written to for a definite 
reply to the letters sent them in the earlier part of the 


ear. 
. The general meeting to be held in the Gresham Hotel 
at 7 p. m. on the 29th of November, Paper on “ Notes 
on Clinical cases” by Mr. Magee to be printed and cir- 
culated with the notices convening the meeting. 
Reporter to be employed. 

Mr. Norris proposed, Mr. Wilkinson seconded and it 
was passed that if notes of the speakers at the general 
meeting, sent them for revision be not returned within 
14 days, the original notes be sent on to the printers 
for publication. 

Prof. Craic announced that the Solicitors to the late 
Mr. Jas. McKenny had written him that the Grant of 
Administration had been mislaid. Till this is produced 
nothing could be done with regard to the transfer of 
Trusteeship. 


The CHAIRMAN : Gentlemen—you have learned from 
the Report of the Council that Mr. Watson and myself 
were deputed to interview some representatives of the 
Government to ascertain whether their would be any 
objection to our approaching Irish M.P. with a view to 
obtaining their influence in furthering the petition to 


the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury for a Civil List 
pension for Mrs. Mettam. Prior to going holiday in 
August I tried twice to get Mr. Watson to accompany 
me but he was so busy he was not able to come. Durin 

my absence Prof. Craig, having learned that there mae | 
be no objection to such a course of action, made arrange- 
ments to have some M.P. including Sir E. Carson, Mr 

Devlin, and others interviewed on the matter. Under 
these circumstances I trust I will be excused for not 
having the wishes of the Council officially carried out. 

Prof. Craig gave some information regarding the 
—_ he had taken to interest some prominent Members 
of Parliament and others in the petition. 

The CHarRMAN: We have now to deal with Mr. 
Howard’s expenses, incurred in travelling to London to 
attend the Council meetings of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. You know that Mr. Howard has 
represented the Veterinary Profession in Ireland on the 
Council for some years. 

He went forward as a candidate at the request of the 
members of this Association—not on his own initiative. 
He demurred about accepting the honour because he 
thought the expense would be rather too much for him, 
but we said we would subscribe towards his expenses, 
and would not allow him to be too much out of pocket 
in the matter. Several years have passed now, and we 
have done nothing towards fulfilling this promise. Mr. 
Howard has attended most of the meetings during the 
war-time when the cost of travelling has been enormously 
increased. On more than one occasion he has expressed 
his willingness to retire in favour of some other member. 
When his first term of office expired he was not anxious 
to go forward again, but our association pressed him to 
do so, and nominated him for re-election, and he was 
successful at the poll. I doubt if there is another man 
in Ireland who would undertake the responsibility of 
this position, which undoubtedly entails great loss of 
time and great monetary expenditure, but Mr. Howard 
is very enthusiastic in veterinary matters, as we have 
had recent proof of in connection with the grievances of 
the Veterinary Inspectors. You know he was the first 
to take up their case and fight it without any prospect 
of self interest—but on the contrary, with a possible 
risk of injuring his own interests. It must be under- 
stood that we are not conferring any favour on Mr. 
Howard by contributing towards defraying his expenses; 
we are only discharging, in a rather belated fashion a 
debt of honour, and showing some appreciation of his 
able services on the Council. We should congratulate 
ourselves on having a man like Mr. Howard who is so 
popular across the Channel that he can command succ- 
ess at the poll. . 

We ought not to lose any more time in dealing with 
the matter. 

Mr. Norris: I think this question of Mr. Howard's 
expenses is primarly a matter tor this Association, but 
the other Associations in [reland have also an interest 
in it, and we have been endeavouring for some time past 
to get them to take a practical interest in it. We have 
heard the letters read from two of the Associations but 
there is nothing definate in ttm. I think the onl 
thing we can do to-night is to postpone the matter until 
we hear definately from these Associations what they 
are going todo. In suggesting that, I dont mean that 
the matter should be allowed to drift very much longer. 

Capt. Winter: Mr. President—as secretary of one of 
these associations I owe you an apology. The first 1 
heard of this matter was last Monday, as your letters 
did not reach me when I was away. I immediately got 
into communication with Mr. Healy and Mr. Mahony. 
Mr. Mahony unfortunately could not be here to-night, 
but he is quite willing to stand by anything we do. 
Our association has not much money, but I think we can 
get some together. We should not postpone this thing 
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altogether. We should have a discussion as to what 
Mr. Howard’s probable expenses were and what this 
Association can do ; then we wil! see what we can do. 

The CHAIRMAN : Capt. Winter need not apologise for 
we do not communicate officially with the Central 
Association on the subject, knowing that they were will- 
ing to subscribe. 

r. Duntop: This matter has come up so often that 
I think we should decide something now. ‘The question 
is, is this Association prepared to vote a certain sum or 
are we as individuals to subscribe? 

Prof. Craic : I agree with Capt. Winter that this 
matter should be threshed out now. During the present 
year it was decided that a contribution should be made 
to the expenses incurred by Mr. Howard, and it was 
decided that from the funds of the Association a sum of 
£10 should be contributed, and that the rest of the 
money should be obtained partly from the other Assoc- 
iations and partly from the members. Up to the 
present the members of the other Associations have not 
come forward, therefore I think we will have to depend 
on members of this Association to contribute towards 
the fund. So far as the funds of this Association are 
concerned by the end of this year we will have exceeded 
our income by about £30, if we include the £10 contrib- 
ution to the expenses of Mr. Howard. I would propose 
that a subscription of 10/- be asked from the various 
members. 

Mr. Heaty: I think if any member of our profession 
deserves credit it is Mr. Howard. He has done his duty 
like a man, and I think it behoves every member of the 
Association to assist in covering his expenses. We have 
in our small Association the sum of £8 which we will 
give over to the fund, but I think outside that every 
member of the profession in Ireland should give a subs- 
cription. I hope the voice of this — go forth 
to the profession in the country, aud that they will 
assist in every way at possibly can. 

On the motion of Mr. Knicut, seconded by Capt. 
Winter the following resolution was passed :— ‘That 
the members of this Association, also the members of 
the profession in Ireland, be asked to subscribe a sum of 
10/6 towards the expenses incurred by Mr. Howard, of 
Ennis, as the Irish representative on the council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons; since Mr. 
Howard only consented to act on the council when a 
promise was given that a contribution would be made 
towards his expenses.” 

Mr. Macee: At the last Council meeting we calcula- 
ted that Mr. Howard’s out of ket expenses alone 
during the year would come to about £60 for travelling 
to London, but that does not represent what his full 
expenses amounted to. 

r. HEALY: Put us down for £10 from the Central 
Associatien. 
A number of subscriptions were then handed in. 


CLINICAL CASES. 
By L. M. 
(The paper had been prfhted and circulated to members.) 


For the shortcomings of this paper I shall try to 
console myself with the thought that our President, Pro- 
fessor O’Connor, is, to a certain extent, responsible. He 
gave me only a few wy il notice to get it ready, and as | 
am slow with the pen I must shift some of the blame on 
to his shoulders. . 

The subject which I have chosen is always a popular 
one at veterinary medical meetings, and probably 
appeals to members more than any other. Accounts of 
unusual and interesting cases are expected, and a 
discussion on several subjects generally follows, from 
which information and knowledge are often gained. 


AMPUTATION oF UTERUS—Sow. 


While away from home a telephone message came to 
attend a sow about twelve miles away. As it was late 
when I returned—and the message did not say that the 
case was urgent—I put off the visit till next morning. 
The owner, who was a poor woman, informed me that 
the sow had given birth to six live young the mornin 
before, and shortly afterwards had put out the whole o 
her pig-bed. Attempts to return it had failed. The 
patient lay prostrate and objected to getting up, but she 
was not blowing. Her ears and legs were rather cold, 
and she efused her food. It required but a short ex- 
amination to decide that the return of the uterus was 
out of the question, as it was dry, stiff and filthy, and 
that the only chance of saving the sow’s life was to 
amputate the organ. 

On hearing this the owner seemed very pleased, and 
informed me that the night before, when some of her 
neighbours were in trying to “give her a hand,” she told 
them that when the vet. came he would probably cut it 
off ; but they only laughed ather. She, therefore, told 
me to “fire away.’ Having sterilised a scapel and a few 
strips of calico by boiling, I tied the sow’s four legs 
together with a rope. The uterus was now pulled ont 
as far as possible, and a strong calico ligature tied very 
tightly around the neck, close to the vulva. To make 
sure, another was applied in front of this, and the organ 
was amputated about an inch behind the ligatures. 
The raw stump was then seared with a red-hot poker 
before allowing it to slip back into the vagina, and the 
sow was released. She stood the operation well. A few 
weeks afterwards I received a letter from the poor 
woman, in which she said : “ Half an hour after you left 
she took to her food, and being carefully fed, both her- 
self and bons are in excellent health.” 

Some of the members may remember that about ten 
years ago, in a paper which I read before the Association, 
among other cases I recorded a successful one of the 
same kind which I had with a cow. I have also had 
failures with the operation, but I hope to refer to these 
in the course of the discussion, and to some pitfalls to 
be avoided. 

Where the return of the uterus is not possible, and 
where there is a reasonable chance of success, unless the 
animal is fat, I think we should never hesitate to 
perform amputation. 


INTUSSUSCEPTION 


Three years ago I attended a valuable ybound 
puppy, nine months old, apparently suffering from acute 
constipation. He showed no signs of pain, and there 
was no straining. A dose of castor oil was administered, 
and frequent enemas of warm soap solution. He was no 
better next day, and had developed very pronounced 
jaundice. He was now put on to medicinal parraffin, 
and the enemas were continued. No improvement 
occurred, and he died two days later. A post-mortem 
showed that the cause of death was intussusception of 
the small intestine, and [ produce the specimen for 
inspection. 

ast year one of the Ward Union Stag Hunt pups 
was sent to me suffering from jaundice. He looked 
miserable ; did not seem to be in pain ; did not strain, 
and there was constipation. I associated the jaundice 
with distemper. Forgetting my previous experience, 
and not suspecting intussusception, I did not examine 
the abdomen, and treated the pup on the same lines as 
the former case. He only lingered for a few days, a post- 
mortem revealed another splendid specimen of invagin- 
ation of the small bowel, which I also present. 

Of six authors whom I have consulted, Hobday is the 
only one who mentions jaundice as a possible symptom 
of the condition. 
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When my friend, Mr. Heney, who has a large do 
practice, was once down with me in consultation, 
showed him these two specimens, and told him the 
histories of the cases. He was very interested, and said 
he had had several fatal cases of jaundice in young dogs, 
but, like myself, never suspected intussusception. 
Possibly it may be a commoner cause of jaundice than 
we think, especially in young dogs. 

“ Dope.” 


I had often heard stories of broken-winded horses 
being “set” by gipsies and low-class horse dealers so that 
they defied detection at sale, and sometimes remained 
apparently sound for some days after purchase. But I 
really didn’t believe that the practice commonly known 
amongst the fraternity as “setting a pw ” was possible 
so that a veterinary surgeon could be deceived. I[u the 
summer of 1915 I had a painful awakening to the fact 
that I was wrong. 

My brother-in-law was buying for the Army, and 
whenever I saw a horse likely to suit bim I let him 
know. A few miles from Dunboyne there is a famous 
common known as the Moor of Meath, which is 
frequented by so-called gipsies and tinkers, who deal in 
screw-horses, donkeys, poultry, etc. I don’t think, 
however, that I have ever seen a genuine gipsy among 
them. While driving across the moor one afternoon | 
noticed a caravan halted close to the road and three or 
four horses grazing about a quarter of a mile away. 
Thinking that possibly there might be a good one 
amongst them [ got out and walked across, but found 
that they were all screws. As I came back to the road 
I saw the owner of the caravan coming towards me 
from the other side of the moor. He was a low-sized, 
butty man, with a face that was not prepossessing. 
With a pronounced cockney accent he asked me if I 
wanted a horse. Having told him what I was looking 
for, he pointed to a mare that was grazing away at the 
end of the moor which, he was sure, would suit, and if I 
was returning that way he would have her ready for me. 
Saying that I would be back in about an hour, I went 
on to my case. D 

On my return he had the mare on the road. She was 
a nice, six year old bay mare, and having walked and 
jogged her i thought she looked like making a “gunner.” 

told him I would telephone to my brother-in-law when 
I got home, and if possible he would see her that after- 
noon. A few hours afterwards we motored out and 
bought the mare for £30, subject to my passing her 
sound next morning ; the light was failing at the time. 
The following morning the mare was at my yard at the 
appointed hour, and I examined her carefully. Needless 
to say, I paid particular attention to her wind, but could 
notice nothing abnormal, except that after her gallop, 
which was a very severe one, she continued to breathe 
somewhat faster than usual for about an hovr. To make 
sure that [ was not being “ had” I auscultated her lungs, 
coughed her, gave her hay and water, both of which 94 
took, but still I could detect no unsoundness. I did not, 
however, examine her pupils. 

My brother-in-law came out in the afternoon, and I 
told | Pa that in my opinion she was sound. He had 
said to me the night before that she looked too good a 
mare for such a man to have. Having pulled her out 
again, and carefully looked over her, he told me that he 
believed she was “set.” I stuck to my opinion, and said 
I had applied every test I knew, and could detect 
nothing wrong. Although he still “ haed his doots” he 
took my advice, and paid for her. She was left with 
me for the night, and was to be sent on to Dublin next 
day. When I went out to her next morning she was 
the worst case of broken wind I have ever seen—her 
nostrils dilating and her sides going “bellows to mend.” 
I forget exactly what my feelings were at the moment, 


but I remember that my sorrow was lessened by the 
thought that my client was a relation. 

Having communicated the sad news by telephone, my 
brother-in-law told me to do the best I could, and, if 

ssible, to return the mare to the gipsy at a loss. 
immediately advanced towards the moor, expecting to 
find that the enemy had broken up camp and retreated ; 
but to my surprise I met him on the road driving in as 

as a lark. He was surprised to hear about the mare. 

course, he never doped her ; he wouldn’t know how ; 
all she got that morning was a flour drink ; she was 
always a good, suund mare. To make a long story short, 
he took her back and returned £20. 

As regards the compositidn of the dope used for 
“setting pipers,” I have heard, amongst other things, of 
doses of shot and fat. Hutyra am Marek say that 
ery relief is often brought about by horse dealers 
by the internal administration of leaves, roots or seeds 
of plants containing atropine (Atropa belladonna, 
Datura stramonium, Hyoscyamus niger), and that ex- 
periments made in the Budapest clinic have shown that 
these plants do not merely reduce the frequency of 
respiration, but also abolish the double period and the 
forced character of the respirations, so that it may 
- oy! perfectly normal even in advanced cases. The 
effect is produced in fifteen minutes, and lasts a whole 


day. 
it is only fair to mention that although my gipsy 
friend spoke with a cockney accent, I learned later that 
he answered to the distinctly Hibernian name of 
O’Gorman ; so [I dont know whether | have another 
agen against the Saxon, or whether I was let down 
y one of my own. 


RecraL ConcreTIONS 


Newly-born foals sometimes suffer from acute con- 
stipation due to the presence in the rectum of very hard, 
thick bars of dark-coloured meconium—mostly con- 
centrated bile--which are actually too large to pass 
through the ring of the pelvis. By passing the finger 
into the rectum the end of the mass can be felt at the 
inlet of the pelvis. It can be pushed back, and when 
the foal forces, it returns to the same position ; but it 
cannot come through. 

In my experience repeated injections of warm soa 
solution and oil or the use of a spoon always fall 
to evacuate the bowel. I have found that by employing 
Hobday’s bitch forceps, one of which is on the table, 
one can usually give relief in a very short time. 

I first give a good injection of an emulsion of warm 
soap solution and oil, and finally one of oil alone. It 
will also help matters if, while thé enemas are being 
given, the foal’s hind feet are held in the air so as to 
raise the hind-quarters. This allows the oil to gravitate 
down the bowel and lubricate the contents. The closed 
forceps is then passed up the rectum till it meets the 
obstruction, when it is slowly opened as wide as possible 
and gently pushed forward till the handles touch the 
anus, and it is closed sufficiently to firmly grasp the 
mass. It is now slowly withdrawn, which sometimes 
requires some force, and the dung removed from the 
jaws. The process is repeated till the obstruction is 
completely removed, and another injection is generally 
followed by the passage of normal soft, yellow faces. 

What one naturally dreads is grasping the bowel 
between the jaws of the forceps and the obstruction, 
but, as well as I could judge, this has never happened ; 
the shape of the forceps seems to prevent it. 

Since adopting this treatment I have had eight of 
these cases, all of which recovered, and in which I 
consider the use of the forceps was the principal (factor. 
If treated on any other lines I believe these foals would 
have succumbed, at least in my hands. 
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UNDIAGNOSED : UNCERTIFIED. 


_Every veterinary surgeon, unless he wilfully blinds 
‘himself, sooner or later meets cases which he is unable 
to diagnose. Personally, I must confess that during the 
past.sixteen years I have met many such. Of these the 
-two which I am about to report are probably the most 
mysterious, and I am wy anxious that members will 
give me their opinions, and possibly solve what I believe 
to be a very difficult problem. The account will, I fear, 
be a rather long one, as I wish to mention everything 
which can possibly assist in making a diagnosis, and 
ew consequently, appear to be much unnecessary 

etal. 

The time was the month of October, 1916. The 
subjects were “ West Indian,” a three year old thorough- 
bred bay gelding, and “ Rodney Stone,” a five year old 
thoroughbred chestnut gelding. 

History: West Indian had been in training till the 
previous June, when he was noticed not to be well and 
was sent home fora rest. The weather being very warm, 
he was turned out to grass at night, and brought in 
during the day, when he received a feed of bruised oats 
and chopped hay. 

Rodney Stone became his companion in August, and 
received the same treatment. They were the only two 
horses in the paddock, along with some cattle. 

On October 21st both horses were brought in as usual 
at seven o'clock in the morning, each looking in perfect 
health. About eleven o’clock the stud groom heard 
West Indian “kicking up a shindy” in his box, and on 
opening the door found the colt stretched prostrate on 
his side, sweating all over and pawing occasionally. 
Thinking it was a case of colic, he administered a draught, 
and as ~ dosh was no improvement after an hour he gave 
another. This not having the desired effect, he wired for 
me. I was away on another case at the time, but the 
message was senton to me by telephone, and without 
returning home I went straight to the place. 

I found the colt standing, looking very distressed, 
sweating profusely, and disinclined to move. All extre- 
‘mities were cold, the membranes injected, the artery 
corded, and the pulse barely perceptible. No peristaltic 
sounds could be heard at the flank ; he was not blowing, 
but he sighed at each respiration, and pawed now and 
thén. At times he threw himself down and lay prostr- 
ate for ten minutes or so, but he never rolled. The tem. 
perature was sub-normal, 98.3 degrees. He had passed 
dung normal in quantity and appearance, but had not 
staled from the time he came in. On examination per 
rectum, the bladder was found to be considerably diste- 
nded, and asI had not acatheter with me I tried to 
empty it by pressure, but failed. Although extendin 
my hand as far as possible into the abdominal cavity, 
‘could not feel the pelvic flexure of the large bowel or any 
of the other intestines ; it seemed as if they were drawn 
out of their usual positions. I expressed the opinion 
‘that it was probably a case of twist of the “3 ¢ intest- 
ine, and I considered it hopeless. However, I tried to 
‘administer a pint of linseed oil and two ounces of turp- 
entine ; but he resisted so much that we had to abandon 
the attempt. He got about half of the draught. I 
‘ ordered him to be well sheeted and bandaged. 

‘I went home for the catheter, etc. On my return, in 
about three hours’ time, I found, to my surprise, that 
the pulse was much improved. Sweating had ceased, 

. the bowels rumbling, and the temperature almost norm- 
al. L began to hope that my diagnosis and prognosis 
were wrong. ‘The bladder was now enormously distend- 
ed, and the passage of the catheter brought away a great 
quantity of urine, dark in colour, just like porter. I 
now believed I was dealing with an unusual case of 
acute azoturia. This was about the last thing I expected, 
as the usual history associated with this disease was 
altogether absent, and the life the colt had led seemed 


most unlikely to bring on such an attack. 


As the patient was lying I administered a pint and a 
half of linseed oil and three ounces of turpentine, and 
gave a hypodermic injection of one grain of arecoline 
and half a grain of pilocarpine. 

Strange to say, the latter had not the slightest effect, 
either as regards salivation or increased peristalsis. A 
week before I gave the same dose toa heavy draught 
horse suffering from stoppage, and he ran pintsof saliva, 
and had three motions within one hour. The colt was 
also given an injection of several gallons of warm soap 
solution, and before leaving I ordered it to be repeated 
every two hours. 

I again visited late that night, but the improvement 
was not maintained, and I gave no hope of recovery. 
On returning next morning I received the unpleasant 
news that one was gone and the other was now bad 
This was Rodney Stone, West Indian’s companion. He 
was found stretched in the paddock that morning, and 
affected in just the same way as his pal. He was 
brought in and was well clothed and bandaged. On ex- 
amination I found the symptoms almost identical to 
those of the colt. The temperature was 98.4 degrees, 
and the passage of the catheter brought away porter- 
coloured urine, weich left no doubt as to the nature of 
the two cases being similar. The pulse being too weak 
to administer arecoline or eserine, I gave a five-dram 
physic ball, and had rugs wrung out of hot water frequ- 
ently laid across hisloins. In view of the death of the 
oe. I said the betting was a hundred to one against 

im. 

I then proceeded to make a post-mortem on West 
Indian, but beyond porter-like urine in the bladder, and 
a moist, tar-like ap nce of the spleen on section, 
there was nothing abnormal, as far as I could see. 

Rodney Stone’s attack took a similar course to that 
of his companion, and he died early the following 
morning. Phe post-mortem was a repetition of the other, 
except that the spleen was normal. 

The owner, who was in England, wired that every 
investigation should be made. My report on the two 
cases, and the viscera, including the stomachs and con- 
tents, were sent to the late Professor Mettam ; but he 
considered it was a case for an analyst, and had them 
sent to Professor Ebrill, of the National University. 
Finally, Professor Ebrill reported that there was no 
evidence of malicious poisoning, and that in his opinion 
it was a case of either bacterial infection or fungus poi- 
soning. Various extracts of the visceral contents were 
given to animals, but in no case could new information 
be obtained, though the animals were kept under close 
observation. 

Subsequently, Professor Ebrill, in company with Mr. 
Doyle, Assistant Professor of Botany at the University, 
visited the stud farm, and inspected the paddock in 
which the two horses grazed. There was a portion of 
the paddock which was a recent addition, and the stud 
groom mentioned that this had been infested with fungus- 
growth, and even as late as their visit (which was in 
November) a few specimens were found by them. 

These were analysed, but results were negative, and 
extracts of these given to animals produced no toxic 
symptoms, and in no case caused death. But in view of 
the fact that there was no chemical poisoning, and the 
symptoms corresponded closely to those of muscarial 
poisoning, they inclined to the latter view. 

I may mention that the owner is an excellent emplo- 
yer, and very popular in the district. Probably there is 
no better managed stud farm in Ireland, and the stud 
groom is one of the best men of his class I have met. 

In conclusion, I do not believe that horses fed on good 
grass, hay, and oats would eat mushrooms, poisonous or 
otherwise. Personally, I do not believe in the muscarial 
poisoning hypothesis, though [ must confess 1 have no 
alternative theory to offer. 


— 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VSS. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Mar. 11, 
T. F. Arnold, Capt. r.a.v.c. (1918-19) £2 2 0 
J. W. Baxter, London, S.W.1 1 1 0 
H. G. Bowes, Lt,-Col., rave. 
A. Broad, London, W. 110 
W. L. Cockburn, Liverpool 1 1 0 
_ A. D. Lalor, Sleaford, Lincs. 
W. E. Litt, Shrewsbury 110 
R. Moore, Treorchy 1 1 0 
Previously acknowledged 657 19 0 
£667 8 0 


FEES ! 


Sir,—With reference to the arrangements now being 
made to raise our fees, is it not all rather futile unless 
it is controlled by the National society under the Council 
R.C.V.S. At present chaos exists—The Derbyshire 
Society enterprisingly draw up a minimum scale of fees ; 
and subsequently the Royal Counties Society draw up 
another differing in various points, and also add 25% to 
these fees ! 

One finds that in a small radius V.S. are all charging 
differently—the one following the suggesied scale un- 
fortunately being exceptional, although it is obvious 
that lower fees are quite inadequate, if not unpro- 
fessional ! 

Until the question is taken up and controlled, I fail to 
see what can be done, as local authorities still continue 
to fix their own allowances, and if one protests—as I 
have done, against making important inspections and 
microscopic exams : and reports on contagious diseases 
for a fee of 5/-: it is in vain. 

Personally, I fail to see why a complete fixed scale 
cannot be drawn up, as is done in the case of Solicitors, 
advertised in the Agricultural and other papers, and 
local authorities so notified,-and except in exceptional 
circumstances, if these fees are not charged one should 
be liable to be reported to Council R.C.V 8. and dealt 
with accordingly. 

Take the operation of castration; how can one 
possibly travel, say, five miles (often more) on two 
successive days, perform a responsible operation in the 
standing position for a fee of less than one guinea? Yet 
10/6 is quite usually charged; and if one attempted to 
charge more than 15/- he would not be required very 
frequently, as Members are, I fear, not likely te charge 
more than 15/- at the most in the majority of districts ! 

Personally [ am charging more than most of my 
neighbours, considerably ; and yet I am somewhat under 
the Royal Counties scale in some cases : but I am quite 
prepared to ~isk losing clients rather than accept un- 
remunerative and humiliating fees. In the case of local 
authorities one’s hands are tied, as one cannot refuse an 
Inspectorship in one’s own district. 

I think Major Taylor got at the crux of the problem 
when he raised the point of the whole matter being 
controlled by the Council. I regret I cannot give my 
name, in case of being considered personal, but I am 
forced to mention facts actually existing. Before the 
War one could carry on, but in the present revolutionised 
times, with prices 507 to 100% raised, it is high time that 
the Profession as a whole moved, otherwise those 
holding out for fair and proper fees are in a somewhat 
unenviable position. It is also important for the future 
of the Profession —inability to give proper education to 
one’s family will not help the already doubtful status 
held by the Veterinary Surgeon !— Yours etc., 


QUACK MEDICINES AT SHOWS. 


Sir,—Several questious occur to me on reading the 
report of that meeting at Derby in your current issue. 

Did the meeting ever seriously consider the possibility 
that the Agricultural Societies, when forced to lose either 
the rents they receive from medicine vendors for their 
stall, or the no a honorary services of veterinary 
surgeons, may decide to lose the latter! If they do so 
decide, what will the veterinary surgeons do then? Will 
they resign as they threaten, and risk permanent non- 
recognition at agricultural shows ; or will they shift their 
ground, and practically own themselves to have been 
merely bluffing? And, whichever of these two courses 
they take, what will be the result for the profession? It 
seems to methat these Derbyshire practitioners are 
proposing a step, the consequences of which may be very 
different from those which they expect.— Yours truly, 


“ScrprTic” 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Mar. 8. 


The Secretary of the War Office announces, by 
direction of the Secretary of State for War, that the 
Cavalry Regiments and Infantry Battalions comprised 
in the Army of the Rhine are as follows :— 

* 


Mobile Vety. Sect., 13; Veterinary Hospitals, 3 ; 
R.A.V.C. Bact. Laboratory, 1 ; Vet. Evac. Station 5 ; 
Base Depot of Vety. Stores. 


— — x= = = 


Extracts from London Gazette, 
Wark Orrice, WHITEHALL, Mar. 5. 


Forces. Royat ARMY VETERINARY CorRPs. 


Temp. Capt. H. G. Bowes, F.R.c.v.s., relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Lt.-Col. (Feb. 8). 

Capt. C. Drabble, (7.¥.) relinquishes the aetg. rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to comd. a Vety. Hosp. (Feb .24). 

Capt. and Bt. Maj. G. E. Tillyard to be actg. Maj. 
whilst comdg. a Vety. Hosp. (Feb. 24). 

Temp. Capt. E. 8. Dixon relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health contracted on active service 
(March 6), and retains the rank of Capt. 

Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capts.:—-W. Walsh (Feb. 1) ; 

D. G. Wishart (Feb. 8); G. F. Banham (Feb 10) ; 

W. L. Marshall (Feb 18). 

Mar. 6. 


Temp. Capt. S. J. Motton, F.R.c.v.s,, relinquishes his 
commn. on account of ill-health (March 7), and retains 
the rank of Capt. 7 

Temp. Lt. W. W. Kerr to be temp. Capt. (Nov, 24, 1918). 


Mar. 7. 


Col. and Hon. Maj-Gen. L. J. Blenkinsop, p.s.0., to be 
Maj.-Gen. (April 24, 1918), with seniority from Dee. 
1, 1917 (substituted for notification in Gazette July 5, 
1918). 
Col. and Hon. Maj-Gen. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) J. Moore, 
C.B., F.R.C.V.S., to be Maj.-Gen. (April 24, 1918), with 
seniority from Jan. 1, 1918. 

Mar. 10. 
Temp Capt. T. H. Tranter relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health (March 11), and retains the rank 
of Capt. 


“ WorRIED” 


Temp. Lt. M. G. Connolly to be temp. Capt. (Feb. 19). 
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Mar. 8. 
Oversea Forces.—CANADA. 


No. 100823 Sgt. T. H. Hungerford to be temp. Capt. 
(Aug. 6, 1918) (substituted for Gazette notification Aug. 
20, 1918, incorrectly specifying the premotion of this 
Officer as temp. Lt. 


TERRITORIAL Force, Royat ARMY VETERINARY CoRPs. 
Mar. 5. 
Capt. G. Dunlop-Martin relinquishes his commn. on 


acct. of ill-health contracted on active service (Mar. 6), 
and retains rank of Capt. - 
ar. 11. 


Capt. P. 8. Thierry relinquishes his commn. on acct. of 
ill-health contracted on active service (March 12), and 
retains the rank of Capt. 


Personal. 


Facer : Hotpinc.—On the 22nd Feb. (by licence), 
at Christ Church, Luton, by Revd. W. Morgan, Capt. J. 
Facer, R.A.v.c.. Luton, to Blanche (Peggie), daughter of 
Revd. W. Holding, formerly for many years Vicar of 
Moulton, Northants. 


OBITUARY. 


Ernest Secer, M.R.C.V.S. Bolton, Lancs. 
Graduated Edin: May, 1897. 


Kennetu Pain RANKIN, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., Board 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

Graduated New Edin: May, 1904. 

Mr. Rankin died at Plymouth on 7th March, from — 

pneumonia. Aged 39. | 


GirLinc.—On the Ist March, at 48 Casualty Clearing | 
Station, of broncho-pneumonia, after service throughout | 
the war, Captain Theodore Augustus Girling, Canadian | 
Army Veterinary Corps, of Saskatoon, sixth son of the | 
late Revd. W. H. Girling and Mrs. Girling, of Lindley, 
Huddersfield, aged 42. Mentioned in dispatches. 


ForemMaNn.--On the 5th inst., Cecilia, wife of R. J. 
Foreman, M.R.¢.V.8., High Cross, Tottenham. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


Another injustice to the Profession. 


Description of the Crown Prince, taken from the new 
Almanach de Gotha (7’2mes, March 12). 


Prince William Victor August Ernest of Prussia, 
ci-devant Imperial Prince of the German Empire, Prince 
Royal of Prussia, Imperial Royal Highness, born at the 
Marble Palace, near Potsdam, on May 6th, 1882. Re- 
nounced his rights and succession to the Throne 
November 8th (December 1), 1918. Doctor in Law, 
University of Berlin; Doctor in Engineering, Poly. 
technic Schools, Berlin and Charlottenburg ; Doctor in 

eterinary Medicine, Higher Veterinary School, Berlin ; 
formerly General of Infantry, etc. 


Louping Il. 


Several investigations have recently been carried out 
on this disease in sheep, but little progress. ‘In the 
last number of the Jowrnal of Comparative Pathology 
and T'herapeutics Sir Stewart Stockman, of the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, discusses the rdle played 
by ticks in the production of louping ill. Particulars 
are given of 101 experiments conducted by the Board 
with a view of throwing light upon the cause, nature, 
and course of the disease. Sir &. Stockman is not incl- 
ined to think that the complaint in sheep has any close 
relationship to poliomyelitis in human beings. The 
disease is definitely tick-borne, and the infecting agent 
is not a toxin. It is transmitted by larval ticks (Jvodus 
ricinus) from females which have been feeding on the 
bleod of infected sheep. It was also produced by adult 
ticks which had been fed as nymphs on infected animals 
and by inoculation of gland juice and blood from such 
animals. Arrangements are being made to test the 
practical value of protective inoculation in the case of 
adult sheep brought on to farms for the purpose of re- 
stocking, as well as in lambs born on the farms. The 
eradication of the tick suggests itself as one way ot 
preventing the disease, and an intensive study of the 
life-history of the parasite is obviously a preliminary to 
the framing of an appropriate campaign.” —7'he Lancet 


ro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 


Rabies. iti 
Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.;} Swine Fever. 
Cases | Disease. ange. t 
Confrmd) Ont. | Ani- Ont- | Ani- | ani |Sheep] | 
Period. |%‘gq|breaks mals, Out- | Ani- /breaks| mals. malg,| Out- | Slaugh- 
Sigs reaks| mals. breaks | tered. * 
(a) (a) () Re. 
Gr. BRITAIN. | 
Week ended March 8 3 4 1 2 151 | 300 14 25 8 
. 1918 5 5 128 | 264 4 18 ll 
| 1917 12 | 13 2; 2| 175] 2] 58 13 
1916 16 | 18 145] 4) | 214 
Total for 10 weeks, 1919 19 3| 40 | 58 | 17 | 91 1 1] 1705 | 3539} 170] 200 
‘ 1918 68 | 77 5| 2411527) 2960] 177] 142 49 
Corres a 1917 139 | 166 7| $1] 8297/1783] 294] 411 137 
133 | 154 1 | | 15| 46] {334 |$2103] 136] 791 | 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended 
a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, March 11, 1919 
Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate 


from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
only. * As diseased or Exposed to Infection 


